
How to Evaluate and 
Select the Right Digital 
Hall Pass System

A BUYER’S GUIDE FOR K-12 SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS
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Types of Hall Pass Systems and Their Benefits
As schools change, so do the ways we manage the hallways. Every system has its pros and cons. 

Here is a breakdown of the most common options and what they mean for your campus:

Traditional Paper or 
Object Passes

Physical items like wooden blocks, 
lanyards, or paper slips, used to authorize 
a student’s presence in the hall.

No visibility once a student leaves the room. 
You have no idea where they went, how  
long they’ve been out, or if they’ve met up 
with someone they shouldn’t have.

Con

Pro
Simple to implement, no tech required, zero 
setup time.

Comprehensive Hallway 
Management System

A school-wide platform built to protect 
teaching time, prevent incidents, and 
give administrators real control over 
what’s happening in the halls.

Requires intentional setup and staff buy-in 
to get the most out of it. Despite the setup, 
schools see results quickly.

Con

Pro
Goes beyond pass management with 
automatic limits, meetup detection, usage 
patterns, and the data administrators need  
to drive real behavior change campus-wide.

Basic Digital Hall Pass

Replaces paper passes with digital ones 
on student devices or a kiosk, allowing 
staff to see who’s in the hall in real time.

It’s just a digital version of a paper pass. 
Without school-wide controls, limits, or 
behavior data, it tells you the halls are chaotic, 
but gives you no way to quiet the noise.

Con

Pro
A step up from paper, it gives staff real-time 
awareness of who’s out of class and when.
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STEVEN PIÑA 

Activities Director,

Monterey High School, CA

Getting an entire group of educators on 
board to do anything is hard. If you’re 
adding another piece of technology to 
any educator’s life, you really have to 
show what the benefit is for them.”
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Don’t Just Digitize  
the Chaos. Solve It: 
Not all digital hall 
passes are equal. 

Most passes are just “checkbox” tools, a digital version of a student 
handbook or a paper slip. They might tell you a student is gone, but  

they won’t help you bring them back. 

 

If you’re only looking for a digital timestamp, any tool will do. But if 

you’re looking to reclaim lost instructional time and stop the “bathroom 

revolving door,” you need a hallway management system built for school 
and student outcomes, not just tracking. Here’s how they compare:

Feature Digital Hall Pass

Some

Some

Basic Advanced

Basic Advanced

Hallway Management System

Digital pass creation & approval

Real-time visibility of students in the hall

Integrated Bell schedule and class rosters with SIS sync

Pass limits and restrictions

Hall pass reporting 

Actionable insights and trend analytics

Teacher-facing dashboard with classroom visibility and control

Pass request queue to minimize classroom disruptions

Meetup detection & incident prevention

Instructional time tracking mapped to academic performance

Automatic parent summaries on missed class time

Connected tardy management to protect class time

Consultation and hands-on support
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Key Considerations: 
Choosing a System That’s Built to Last
When selecting a Digital Hall Pass or Hallway Management System, look for these 

factors to ensure it actually solves the struggle instead of just digitizing it:

TEACHERS: 
 
Will they actually use it?  
A system only works if it’s faster 
than a paper pass. Look for a 
solution built to be “simple and 
invisible,” designed to eliminate  
a mid-lesson interruption.

Tip: 

Look for a 3-click workflow.  
If a teacher has to stop their  
lesson for more than five seconds  
to manage a pass, the system  
is a hurdle, not a help.

ADMINISTRATORS: 

Does it help you see  
lost instructional time?
A basic digital pass tells you a 
student is gone. A management 
system shows you how much 
instructional time has been lost.

Tip: 

Look for a system that  
goes beyond simple logs to  
show you how much time is 
spent out of class. If you can’t 
instantly see which students 
have missed hours of lesson  
time this week, you can’t  
provide the right support.

STUDENTS: 

Does it create clear 
expectations?  
Effective schools run on 
consistency. The right system 
applies the “rules of the road”  
fairly and transparently to  
every student.

Tip: 

Look for fairness through 
automation. When approvals,  
limits, and timers are handled  
by the system, it makes the rules 
clear and means no teacher has  
to be the “bad cop”. 

PARENTS: 

Does it build a 
partnership?  
Parents can’t help solve a problem 
they can’t see. When parents see 
the hours lost to the hallway, they 
become your strongest allies in 
protecting class time.

Tip: 

Look for a system that  
instantly updates parents on  
missed learning time and sends 
weekly summaries. It builds  
a bridge to the home without  
adding a single task to your  
to-do list.

PEOPLE TO CONSIDER
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FEATURES TO CONSIDER

Can you customize workflows 
to suit your specific needs?  
Your hall pass system should adapt to how 
you operate, not the other way around. 
Whether you have a “no-pass” rule for the 
first ten minutes of class, specific bathroom 
capacities, or restricted “no-fly” zones, your 
chosen technology should be flexible enough 
to match your school’s unique rhythm.

How reliable is the software 
and the support team?
When a hall pass system goes down during 
the school day, every teacher and student 
feels it. Look for a platform with a strong 
uptime track record, dedicated onboarding, 
and real humans who respond quickly when 
something goes wrong.

Does it meet strict data privacy 
and security standards?  
Ensure the system complies with  
regulations such as FERPA and has 

robust security measures to protect  
sensitive student information.

Do you get advanced 
reporting and analytics?
Hallway data tells a story most schools 
don’t know they’re missing. The right 
system should surface patterns in 
student movement, time out of class, 
and behavioral trends. This gives 
administrators the insight to catch 
problems before they escalate, not after.

Does it integrate with your 
existing school systems?  
Look for seamless integration with your 
existing tools (especially your SIS) to 
keep data consistent and avoid extra 
administrative work.

Does the technology work for 
your rules?
Every campus runs differently. Whether your 
school is 1:1, uses shared tablets, or has a strict 
“no cell phone” policy, your hall pass choice 
should be device-agnostic. Look for a platform 
that can work across different devices (like 
shared tablets or kiosks), and can be configured 
to match your school’s specific needs.

How easy is it for everyone  
to use?   
The system should be intuitive for both 
students and staff. A minimal learning curve 
means faster adoption and smoother daily 
operations. Even your least tech-savvy staff 
member should be able to hit the ground 
running without much training.
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Hallway traffic is down — we credit that 
to using Minga to its fullest potential. 
We’re able to restrict passes. We notice 
a group of kids always getting together, 
so we add them to the No Party Group 
list. And then also might have a student 
creating a pass every 30 minutes when 
they don’t really need to, so we can  
restrict their access to 2 passes.”

ANDREW LAMBO 

Assistant Principal
Danbury High, CT
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Why Minga? Complete Hallway Management, Not Just a Hall Pass: 
Minga goes beyond issuing and monitoring passes. Automatic pass limits, conflict detection, 
meetup prevention, and instructional time tracking give administrators the tools to actually 
change behavior in the halls, not just document it. Basic digital hall passes tell you the halls 
are busy. Minga helps you do something about it. 

The Only True Comprehensive Solution: 
Most hall pass platforms only do one thing. Minga connects hallway management, tardy 
tracking, PBIS rewards, behavior and referrals, intervention and enrichment, and events and 
community in a single platform. When passes, tardies, behavior, and community all live in  
one place, administrators stop managing disconnected tools and start managing their school. 

Stop Meetups Before They Start: 
Minga prevents over 5 million meetups every month by doing the detective work for you. 
“Minga Insights” flags potential issues instantly, and “No-Party Groups” ensure specific 
students never cross paths. It ends all the manual cross-referencing and chasing students 
through the halls. 

Built for Real Schools, With Performance You Can Count On: 
Minga is purpose-built for the daily demands of a busy campus, not retrofitted from a  
generic software platform. That means reliable uptime, a system that scales with your  
school, and infrastructure that holds up when every teacher and student needs it 
simultaneously.

 

White Glove Support From Day One: 
Implementation is where most platforms fall short. Minga provides dedicated onboarding, 
hands-on training, and ongoing support from a team that understands school operations,  
not just software. You’re not handed to a help center and left to figure it out.

3
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Minga works with 1500+ 

campuses across the US.  

Here’s what we’ve learned:  

Schools don’t just need  
a digital hall pass, they need 
a system built around how a 
campus actually operates.
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The Minga Experience 
Powerful enough to transform how your campus operates. 

Simple enough that your teachers actually use it.

MEET MY CLASS:

Everything teachers need  
in 3 clicks or less

Effortlessly switch between 

periods with our automated 
SIS classroom rostering.

With My Class, you get 
a complete view of your 
classroom on one screen.

Our robust student search 

feature makes it easy to 
find and identify students.

The right-side navigation keeps your most-used 
hall passes, behaviors, rewards, and consequences 
at your fingertips, allowing you to manage 
classroom operations with just a few clicks.

You can handle tasks individually 

or by groups of students, making 
classroom management seamless 
and efficient.
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Teachers love using Minga because it 
fits right into their day, saves them 
time, and brings real, tangible value 
to their classroom and beyond.”

TOM KEMPF 

Associate Principal of Operations

Huntley High, IL



If you’re ready to explore how Minga 

can support your school’s goals, 

the next step is to connect with 

our dedicated team. Contact us 

at minga.io - we’d be delighted to 

discuss how Minga can be tailored 

to meet your unique needs.

Ready to  
Learn More?  

minga.io

http://minga.io
http://minga.io

